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The pious  Hindu Nathasharman and his wife, of
Bengal, made permanent arrangements for the proper
worship of Jaina Arhats. The sister, daughters and
and daughters-in-law of the Hindu king Shantamula
were all Buddhists. The Kadamba kings performed
Ashwamedha sacrifice according to the Vedas and
made grants to a Jaina establishment. Contemporary
Jaina records pay the best tribute to the administration
of the Guptas who were orthodox Hindus, and who
on their side, extended their utmost patronage to
the Buddhist university at Nalanda. The great Pala
king of Bengal, Dharmapala, a Buddhist, performed
Vedic sacrifices and offered liberal gifts to the Brah-
mins who conducted the sacrifices on his behalf.
His  Chief Minister was  a Brahmin, members of
whose family became for many generations the Chief
Ministers of the Buddhist Pala kings after Dharma-
pala. It is said that Dharmapala granted land for a
Narayana temple of the Hindus. There was also
complete   harmony   among  the  different   sects of"
Hinduism of the time. A staunch Bhagavata like
Kumaragupta performed the Ashwamedha sacrifice.
Rajamitra concluded his Vedic sacrifice by a donation
to a Shaiva temple. A fifth century inscription in
Mysore says how people regarded Brahma, Vishnu
and Shiva as the different aspects of one and the
same God. Later, the eclectic Harshavardhana dis-
tributed his devotions among the three deities of tie
family,  Shiva,  Surya (the Sun) and the Buddha.
Bengal through her Tantrikism made the largest-